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IN REPLY 


10 a moſt Envious, Abuſtyc, hy” 


tionat n ſtiled, An Anſwer ts 5 Stadium. 

as he moſt falll ly terms the late Innocent N 220245 
the People of God, called, Qabery, —— 

tious Conventicles, &c. [herein 


Unto which'i is annexed, Abit Recical: f 

- caſt upon the ſaid People, by one H, hy, 
Prebends of Weſtminſter, in his Book, entituſe 
'of. the 'Forbenrane ,- or . 
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F Hereas there is extant a certain | 
licious Pamphlet, tending to encreaſe perſecuti- 
on againſt the Innocent People ef God called, 
Lakers, ( without * 4 — or Author ſub- 

ſcribed) wherein our late innocent Declaration is tiled; 4 
Sedirious Libel , aud our Meetings termed Saditiaa C inventioles * 
and we accuſed of Dangerous Prathifes, & c. th 

To Which we Anſwer, That we ſhall not need much to vin - 
dicate our ſelves herein + Firſt, becauſe our innoc and 
clearneſs from theſe unjuſt charges is ſo manifeſt to our Notes, 
and Neighbourhood, Secondly; becauſe this falſe Informer * 
and Accuſar hath not brought fotrh 4ny matter of either gro 
or validity againſt us; and becauſe he hath ſcandalized our De- 
claration, as being a Seditious Libel, ind ſoNandered us there- 
in, we may again give a hint of the nature and tendancy of 


our Declaration ſo accaſed, that it is a Declaration N 
all ſeditious Conventicles aud dangerous practiſes of any 
who under colour or prittnce of tender Conſeience have, 
or may contrive InſarteRivns , this is the Title; as alſo in 
our Beclaration, the Worſhip of God in his Spirit and 
power, the ; peaceable Truck, and ſeeking peace with all 
men, and n worthip 4 therein, accor- 
ding ro Chriſt zad his Apoſtles, is vindicated, and a Teſti- 
mony given 'agiinſt all Sedition, Conſpiracy, contriving In- 
rſurrechions; as alſo it is. judged groſs Hypoctilie and Diſſi» 
mulation for any to pretend tenderneſs of Conſcience, and n 
Religious exerciſe, and under that colour intend a quite eon- 
'rrary thing. 28. to cofittive Iaſurrections, &c. Concernin 
which we, who are called Qualers, can ſay, in the preſence of 
God, we are free and clear from all ſuch things in the ſight of 
God, Angels and Men: Thus fat is ſignified in our Declarati-” 
on. Now let the moderate Reader judge, whether this Teſti- 
mony of ours be ſeditious yea or nay, as this falſe I»former hath 
—_— it ? or whether his Pamphlet and Information herein be 
not abſolutely ſeditious againſt the Government, and common" 
A 2 | 


_ — 
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| | n 
good of the Nation, for herein 82 accuſed us of Sedition, for 
our declari int $edition, dangerous practices, and con- 
triving Inſurrections: And whether herein he hath not ap- 
| ikea Popiih Emiſſary, thetr good Subject / 
Whereas chis Informer accuſcth us, as followeth, vi 5 
Inform. The. D kent do not exerciſe ary part of Diek Wario, 
«ertegtethe Drago e 
The Diviae' Worſhip isn the. Spirit and in the Truth, 
0 


> | 

| apg Wellat, We wait, r ball upon God, as his People. 
old did, who knew not how to pray, but as the Spirit belped 

their inſirmities, and this is according to the Spirit of Truth, 
h che Liturgy refers and dire&s men to, and the Scriptures 
d &9.c his 4Spicir-of, Truth, to follow. its guidance and 
date ibi; Accnſar plainly affirm, chat the 
and practiee of the Church of England do not al- 


ings, this'? bas nat he herein accuſed the Church of 
Ege then what Church doth 2 to d and doth, 
not the word. Lit the Church, fignihe , The publica 
— In 060d of iche Church ? and can any reaſo- 
nably -copfine it only to Reading . Confjefiions of fins, and 
Prayers ? fot is there not both a Prayer before Sermon, and 
Preaching alſo uſed; in the Church, which are not particular- 

| > ten ip the Common-Prayer-Book ? Beſides, this our 
Accuſar, thopgh be would ſhew ,himfelf both 2 Divine and a 
— 2 ot heit good: at neither Lam nor Goſpel; ſor, the 

- wordyof the Ad, vis. Any Aſſembly, Meeting, ot Conventi- 
ele under colour or pretence of any Exerciſe ot Religion, in 
other manner then accofding to the Liturgy of the Church of 
glad, &c. the ſence hereof he tyes dp to this, ( ſaith 
he) It nwſt be according, to the, form and metbyd there preſcribed, 
that | is publick, Prayer , in place, ſet mt; there being in the 
Litnrgypreſeribed Forms 4s well for private as publick, Worſbips, Fc. 
2s if he would tell us, that the religious exerciſe that is accor- 
ding to the Common-Prayer, is the Common Prayer it (elf, 
and fo unleſs we have it read, we are — deemed to be under 

a colout of religious exerciſe not according to it, which is 
ſ non ſence and ignorance; ior that which is according to 

Ne Liturgy is not the Liturgy it ſelf; beſides the words colony 
* * : or 


- 


- 


* 
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| . 
ot pretence of any exerciſe df Religion, relati to the Title and 
Preamble of the Act, av not being che. real: manifeſtation o- 
Worſhip, but a Cover to carty on ſame contre delign or in» 
tefition of Sedition or Inſurrect ion; for the Title of the Act, 
is, An Att to prevent — ſeditious Camtom isles; therefore, 
ent and ſuppreſs peaceable harmleſs Meetings, which 


r . 
are really for the Worſhip and Service of, God, in the Spirit 


— Truth. The Preamble which _—_— the Key ang Rea- 
on of the Law, is againſt the grow : Hangerous pratiſes « 

Seditions: Seftaries, 2 _ as 5. Peas, pay. under —, 
tender Conſcences, have, or may at their Meetings cantrivs Jaſurrecti- 
out; hereby the words Colour and Pretexce are ſufficiently ex- 
plained , and that ãt ought not to be inflicted upon people who 


are really of tender Conſciences towards God ia their exerciſe 


of Religion and Worſhip, which we being concerned in, have 
not in the leaſt, forfeited the liberty to tender Conſciences ſo- 
often promiſed by the King, both in his Letters frem Breds,- 
and divers Dec larations ſince. ; "0 5. +448 
Again, whereas this Infotmer acchſeth us of a ſedirious and: 
Maſphemors Pamphlet, publiſhed in the year 1664. ibdut re- 


pesting either any Sexiczon or Bl, in it, or ſhewing dy 
hat Author, &c. Let the indifferent Readeruore his envy | >. 


and malice herein, and how diſingeniouſſy he hach dealt by: 


us. re 6 | mie 4. 
1 And now to prove our Practiſes dangerous be proreedf8 
thus. | *.1% 
Inform. That they have been dangeraws Germany bu well: 
experienced, by the rebellion of David George, 'the firſt of  your- 
_ . aut her was John of Leydon, awd Cobbs fation u 
England. 0 bus 12 5 | 

nſw, This Informer would make the Magiſtrates believe 
ſtrange Stories againſt us, if they would be but ſo eaſily dran to. 
dance at his Pipe, and do the Devils drudgery of perſecution for 
him, as — ſpirit would have them; and if they were 
ſo credulous as to believe his notorious Lyes and forgeries' 
againſt the Araber,; where he tells them of the Rebellion in 
Germany, bringing it as an inſtance againſt us, though moſt 


unjuſtiy and impertinently: As alſo his calling W 
va the.. 


— 


. is i 
F (6) 5 
the fin of aur Felt, which is 2 moſt manifeſt and abſurd Falſhood 
and Abuſe ; for as Hiſtory 'mentiong of bim, he was about the 
year, 1544. agd held (as recorded) very bliſphemous licen- 
cions doctrines; as that he was Chriſt rhe Meſſiah; and decla- 
red Peg (or the having many Wive,) to be tree and law- 
fal: And further (its ſaid) Embroyled the lower parts of Ger- 
many in Tumults, which things both our righteous Principles 
54; "2s bd: Buſe and innocent Lives do utterly teſtifie againit. 
„ View. © And as for John of Leyden, who lived alſo - 
dout the ſame time, who is faid to have had 
his Meetings all 1a the night time) he is repreſented as one of the 
- ſame Principle, to allow of the ſame groſs evil of Polygamy, 
whoſe cxtravigancies, pride, and preſumption, in his cauſing 
Wars, and Diſturbances, and aſſuming Kings-ſbip (28 
recorded of him) our Religion and 'Example do alſo con- 
demn as repugnant to the very Nature and Life of Chriſti- 
anlty. 
And beſides, where doth Hiſtory or intilligent Perſons relate 
that either David George, obs of Leiden, or Cob; Faction, were 
3. A, in their time? Do but ſee the malice and 
felſnood of this Accuſer and Informer, thus to render ſuch our 
Preſidents, whoſc Example we never followed, and if he could 
nominate thouſands of rebellious Pexſons, doth it appear juſt 
in bim to endeavour the prejudicing, and inſtigation of the 
' Dulers igaiaſt ſuch as are Innocent and Peaceable, both in their 
Principles and Deportments : Surely ſuch cruel and partial In- 
tormers as this, who hath no moreſence cither of the common 
good of the Nation, nor whats conſiſtant with human Society, 
nor yet of their Innocency whom he accuſeth , but would have 
people diſturbed and perſecuted tor their Conſciences, upon 
his meer falſe: ſuggeſtions, and evil ſurmiſes, would bring the 
Nation to a ſad-paſs, if they bad their wicked wills, who-have 
neither Truth, Reafon, nor human Pollicy, in their ſeeking 
to blow up the Coals of Sedition, Strife, and Perſccution a- 
mongſ their Neighbours, which is never like to compoſe diffe- 
rences in matters of Religion and Confcience, but to make 
them wider and more iacompolible. 
Jaform. There « edition and Rebellion implyed in-the Doltgine 
you 


*; 
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n 
908 tech at your Cutie: N againſt Dignitier, and Ti- 
1 calling them Antichriſtian contraty to the Scriptare, 


Anſw, Here is an Accuſation of an implicit Sedition and 
Rebellion in our Doctrine; but no proof, only a falſe Acc uſa- 
tion added, That we preach gain Dignities, which is a groſs 
Slander ; for both Dignities and Dominion we own, know- 
ing that its Truth and Righteouſneſs which only doth Dig- 

ihe and make Forthy and. honourable; it is Vertue and Wiſdom 
makes honorable & worthy, and all Titles that are proper there- 
unto, which — — either the Virtue, Dignity, or Worth 
of Rulers, and their Dominion, we never oppoſed; but flatter - 
iog, complementa} deceitful Titles, which tend but to pleaſe 
men, and gratifie proud ſpirits, we utterly deny, as that 
which our Maker would condemn us for, ſhould we uſe them: 
This Informer had dealt more ingeni „ had he told us what 
thoſe (he calls) Titles of Honour are, which the Scripture 
commands; and which he ſaith, we call Antichriſtian. 

Inform. To the King Ole; you muſt boy bis Laws, 
and theſe cither aftively or paſſively , but you are content with - 
ther. Whatſoever 2 if it be nat ci p 
to the Word of God, muſt be obeyed A,, and wat paſſively. Paſ- 
ſfove Obedience i only required when things. contrary to the Word of 
God are communded. | 2 

Anſw. It is a falſe Accuſation,. That we are content with. 
neither; for we obey both actively and paffively 1 Aively To”. 
far as ſtands; with our Peace of C ce, in the Sight of 
God, and otherwiſe we are paſſive, as our patient ſuffering | 
ſo deeply, hath amply ſhewed*: Howhieit, this Accuſar hack 
implied, r be Laws or Commands eontrary: to 
the Word of ; kt; is well he will allow the Word of God 
any room,, in ſaying, Whatſoever is commanded, if it benot 
contrary to the Word of God, it muſt be obeyed actively: So 
then it tollows, that whatſoever is contrary muſt not; tor in- 

* thereby w deed, the Word and Law of God are indi- 
cal for pode * 'ſpenſable ; and God hath placed an equal and 
rs] ©» juſt. Law of Regſon in mans heart, which 

75579. neither Stazute, Preſciption, nor Cuſtom ougbe 
ta 


an ' n ' ; , 
- P33. Lg - s * — 


t evil if 775 br ach it, they 
985 i ai n for by «2 dial. ice; and ſp no Laws, 
27 5 De#. & Stud 

And no man of what — or 3 ſeever, hath Power to 
Aſbence with God's Law, 28 H. 8. 

And now, what is according to the Lau of God, or not ac- 
according to it, the prejudiced perſecuting ſpirit, is no meet 
nor competent Judge to be ſyre ; but the patient ſuffering Spi- 
rit and Mind, chat dwells in the true Light, being qualified 
wich Graces and Ornaments. of the Spirit of God, which are, 
Love, Joy, Pence - Long-ſuffering , Gentleneſs, 'Goodnefs, 
Faith, Meek neſs, a geen which there is no Law, 
Gal, 5. Whereas the its of the fleſh. are contrary, as, Ha- 
tred, Variance}, Emulation, Stife, Sedlition, Hereſies, & c. 
above all which the Spirit of Truth, and its Fruits are exalted, 
and followed by the Children of Light, who :are born after the 
Spirit, Who are recure pa oppreſſed only by ſuch as are 
born after the ;fleſh.; , and herein are ygu, malicious Per- 
ſecutars,, manifeſt of What ſeed and burth you apf. ſee, Gal. 


29. 
nform, "It i not neceſſary . althing commanded by Authority. 
ave 4 command, or preſident, in Fcriptare; for many things are 
indifferent to the diſcretion of | Gad's, igegerentt, 4 Ki-, Se. 
Power 4 1 hewiſe in the — of the Chargh, to impoſe ſuch. 
things, . RN fk find! neceſ[avy tobe obferyed in the puilic #orſbip of 
| 275 is ve may infer from thoſe words of _ aui. Tbe 5 
e. when 1 come. 

To the firſt part, Nothing ellential to the Worship 
of 64 can 011 be deemed indifferent, nor differently; left to 
mens diſt dient forthe Law of of the Spirit of Life is the tra 
age lieyers in the true Worſhip, and mens; 

age 0 ſu jeQ thereunto; but as tor this no- 
tian, of thidgs different in the Worſhip of God; it bas been 
xn inlet to. much 1 olatry and Superſtition amongſt Apoſtates 
arid prerended Chriſtians « However, it is a groſs impiety,, as 
alfo an interſering-with their own Principle, for any to per- 
ſcurt'@hers,meerly for things which themſelves deem indiffe- 
zent, which in Ee might better be diſpenced with, then 
: rigoroully 


7 
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* belides (or above) Kings, as having power to impoſe things in 


} 


= | -* 9} 
rigorouſly to ĩinſorce them. To the: ſecond part, This Infor- 


me ſeems to ſet up a ſecond fort of Governoneviit che Church, 


worſhip, without either Scr ipture or Preſident thereof, which 
is rank Popery, tending to encourage Popery, and'r 
People into an implicit faith, and acceptance of unwritten 
Traditions, from choſe he: counts Governours of the Church; 
but herein he hath plaiaty oppoſed the Proteſtants high eſteem 
and preferment of the holyrScriptures. And his inſtance of the 


Apoſtle, The reft wh 7 ſet in order hen Tcome, will make no- 


thing for his purpoſe, to bring diſſenters under all theunſcrip- 
tural Impaſitions and Ceremonies of theſe he calls Gover- 
nours of the Church; whether he means the Pope, bis Cardi- 
nals, Biſhops, and Clergy, he hath not told us , or whether 
he means ſome orh-r: ©! kin to them in their Traditions: But 
herein he has but1:i!1'y begged the Queſtion, a#It he took it 


for granted, thit conſcientious Diſſenters muſt preſently, upon 


his bare word, believe that theſe Impoſers he now pleads for, are 
in the ſame Power and Authority and Example with the Apoſtles 
and Minilters ot Chriſt in former dayes.; but Diſſeaters muſt 
have a better demonſtration then this mans bare word for it, or 
the Perſecution and Cruelty he would inſtigate to, but he has 
greatly erred.in theſe matters; for che true Chruch bad one 
Head and Law-givereven Chriſt, and wherein the true Mini» 
ſters and Elders thereof did give direRions, either fox order- 
ing atfeirsor to follow them; It was not from a meer impoliti» 
on nor out ward force, nor yet as Lords over Gods Heritage, 
neither to have dominton over their Faith, bur in the unity of 
the Spirit of Life, as Fellow- Helpers in Chriſt, and as being ma- 
nifeſt by the powerful evidence of his Spirit even in their Con- 
ſciences; ſo ſaid the Apoſtle, Be ye Followers of me a8 dear 
Children, cven as I am of Chriſt: Now ſuch Children as 
he begot into the Faith knew it their duty to follow him, as they 
knew him « Follower of Chriſt, but this is no ground for ei- 
ther the Pope, or his Clergy, or any that are popiſh in their 
unwritten Traditions, to impoſe them, or force them upon ſuch 
as are none of their Children, for that is but a meer tian 
at moſt, and but Antichriſtian. 


B Inform . 


— P * 27 s We 
* *< £ = 


n 


.1atd et mar the N, but this jun nach againſ. 
A Hbi$03:av-abbolure Slander; tor the: Fear of Goch to 
e Kiads 155 jo ned, we have alwa yet 
Swaed und fnenelft up, fleſtring that he Fear of God might 
nt che / fllgied; pri ſug wicked actiohs, pollutions, : and 
cornuptions commixted in the Nations as do both greatly pro- 
vdke God, and diſnoneur the King and Government. True 
Hodour ist fubllagets] thing, not cotiiſting in feigned com- 
plements mor dafbbmkd COOgehr 2417 ir i 7H | 
Inform Il De hah L ge le (to wit the King) tan get from 
you Thud will Ther wan be were your Fellow , this error of yours, 


GC.. Hf 0 þ , 
-: Lafvifor i Ts F how and Thee ſuch bad diſhonourable Language? 
22 thon then ke thee and thou to God in thy Prayers 
(if thonhiftfo mack Religion to pray at all?) But haſt thou not 
herein accuſed the Prophets and Apoſtles with ill Language and 
with diſhonouring Kings and Rulers, by uling Theu and Thee 
when: they ſpoke particularly; for was it not the Language of 
Aaſen to hb, Nh AA King, The Lord God hath ſent At 
er People gÞ that bey may ſerve me, 
duc Bichebto bon wouldſt not hear. And Exod. 7. 16. And 
how long wilt Tos refuſe to humble. thy ſelf before me ? let 
my people ga that they ma ſerve me, Chap. 19,3. And did 
not the Prophet Mallet lay to King David, I bos art the man ? 
uma. 71. Anddid not the the Children anſwer. Nebu- 
cine xar the King, Berit known. untd Thee, O King, that we 
will not ſetve "Thy gods, nor worlhip the potden Image which 
Thos. haſt ſet up? Dun 3. 16,17, 18. An alte tant ule the 
word Te td King A Ad. 26, f. 3. But if this Infor- 
mer had hut — xf x Accidence, and the il renee e. 
tween Singular and Hlural he need not have counted Thee and 
Thou to ope ſuch ill Language. ae. | | 
Inform Serve none elſe but him ho hath called jou from a worldly 


t Spiritual _Imploymentt (This is the meaning he gives to the 

words, Call na man Maſter, G Q̃j | 1. n 
Anu. | If true Miniſters muſt only ſerve Chrift who hath 
callech them, then Chriſts Followers are not to be impoſed up- 
on, at mens wills gr diſcretions, (ſo called) but to ELBA 
ollow - 


thoſe thingsdue- to him. n bo 5 


(1) 
follow Cbriſt, who is theilt Cn ates; ang Dr 
and chis breaks the neck of this Aecuſers 25 
An ) 20194 | 1707 iO Ai Ti 
Inform. d Te ni tht” eon; ty 255 oy 
255 nat ne „eren * To 
ot; 634191 010: 1 . 7 . 1 
Anſw, Our paying iI aks is rt ks rompulſi or if | 
but tor Conſcience lake, our end and W 182 ; 
neſt and rea@6nablelavinzhe ti iche ef Go, by for rhe! N 


o Gaverdmehry for thewkettion crap 
neſs 3 our dtvrts beidng' lv bers in the a 
doers, and a praiſe to them that do well; tor the 


ot. men in their reſpectiyr Proprieties, Ki; ta, and” Liber 

ſs that in out payiny odr-Dues' we: have a Feten Ges 
and may with aigood"Cdnfcienctelameonr "Ries 

ties as med; and ought atf&to have out Freedbm 3 Kbit 
whilſt we give to God his Due, and toe Bi 0 
neither this Accuſer, nox all the Devils Ages bel : 
— — in, though te. prove that "we! de 

t 


- Inform: \Here you fait; 4 reif Lalillau⸗ 
2 fer 100 Maintenance 7. his Service ad we 
(7, 4 £63 200 

Av. This [aebbalingþ ibunfalſe Aﬀevticn! 
ay Ordinances of DiviaeBerticeunder? the 4%, 
crifices, Offeringsy divers iWialhitnige wh 
which belonged to whe onward and 
been dedicated fon the Service of —— their” ti 
now are ended in Chriſt; a the Tythes a Tn, 7 
ro- this Ariefts|þ fbi thœHit ais Ti 8 
Suns, which, ba@ mand cb Tete 
telt in Chriſt. 4 %% 212 ret bone: . Wee 

Inform, God kurk 4/fgned rb peru nde . N, hay 
wait at ithe Alter Mu ro of the" Alter{\anit N 
Goſpel. — in er 5 a 


* reibe 
JT _— 8 G41 Kos 550d 
fin Here he gry pervdr ar $njprn, 1 WY 
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1 ö 
for we in weeping and ing God in Spirit and Truth, 
which is our principal Duty, do not oppoſe nor reſiſt any Au- 
thority, or wholſom Laws, which have a dependance upon the 

” Authority and Law of God. 3 1 
Where we ſaid; We do not meet to plot or contrive Inſur- 
rections. 
Inform. We have but your bare word for it. | 
Anſw. This is falſe, you have more then our bare word (viz.) 
"our innocent behaviouf, and harmleſs deportment, evidently 
mani+eſted through the many Afflictions, Perſecutions, and 
Cruelties that we have patiently undergone ſince we were a 
People, and all for the Teſtimony of our tender-Conſciences - 
towards God; therefore it is evident that we have but this mans 
bare word: for proof; that our Meetings are either ſeditious 
Conventicles, or tending to Inſarrection; and if he were not 
wilfully blind be mighefce the contrary openly evinced by our 


Chriſtian Converfation, in the peaceable exerciſe of our Reli- 
gion and Conſcience, 


Inform. [tis trxe, there is danger enough in your [mall meetings, 
but much more in your greater meating « of bundreds, for by leſſuang your 
meetings. , we may better ſecure bath Church and State |, for tas or 
twolue can make no great diſturbance in à place; a Conſtable may ſup- 
prels theſe , but where five or ſix bundred more ſoall meet, and 
finding — opportunity, makg an Inſarrection may ſet 4 whole Ciry on 


7, Fe. 
Ain. What danper hath this man ſeen in any of our, Meet- 
ings, eithet ſmall*or great ? we challenge him, and all ſuch 
malicious. Irformers in the World, to prove any danger or 
hurt y us in our Meetings ? Beſides, has not he herein ſtruck at 
the Parliaments allowing ſmall meetings, of four Perſons 
above the Families, beſides all ſach as are under the age of lix- 
teen Years, as i therein they allowed of dangerous and ſediti- 
ous Meetings, which we are confident they do not believe con- 
cerning us called Quakers, And as for this Accuſers judging 
our greater Meetings, of -hundreds; to be mach more dangar- 
ous,” and therefore would have them leſſned;; what ground on 
reaſon has he for his evil ſarmiſe in this, ſceing when our Meet- 
ings are large, our doors being open, many mixt people may 
. come 


_- 
— 


A BR, * 
come and behold ys and gur an that if wei Hf that ill 
mind, as to contrive Evil or Sedition, we could not have op» 
portunity; we mould be the maddeſt Plottezs chat ever were, 
if we ſhould be fo publick and obvious therein; but che Lord 
bas redeemed us out of all, ſuch accalions bach publigkaod pri- 
vate; we have given no occaſion of either fear, ſuſpiriqn;/ or 
jealouſy to our Perſecutors.in thoſe matters, it is their own guilr, 
and envious perfecuting ſpirits that attract fears anq troubles, 
the Witneſs of God perſuing them bor their injuries, and 
injuſtice, who atflict rye ehr and oppreſs the Poor; * 
— for. whoſe fake God will ariſe, and plead: theip 
-Cavle, © - A — ö 
Inform. Tout actick tricks in your ſilent, Memings, Oc, | 
Anſw. What antick tricks thou Slanderer and Scofferꝰ though 
we have often waited in ſilence together upon God, | and recety 
ved'comfort and benefit therein, from him by his Spirit where» 
in we wait and worſhip him: And what haſt thou againſt his; 
thou bloody-minded — ? And what colour or pretence 
of Religious Exerciſe haſt thou, to inform againſt theſe harm- 
leſs lilent Meetings? Where is the colour or pre d and 
what exereiſe proveſt thou therein, that ths Act takes hold of 4 
Auck What plorting or contriving haſt thou ever. heard ct ſeen 


in any fach Meetings, or in any of our Meetings, tending to 
ſet the City on flames? And as for antick tricks, if the Devil 
had not blinded thee, and ſuch as thou art; thou mighteſt have 
made thoſe un bly Meetings at PJay- Houſes phe, fulje&ofithy 
VVV 
people called Juabęrt. Far is it not obvious, what Impu- 
dency, antick whoriſh tricks and poſtures. appear upon Stages; 
at Play -Houſes, in and about the Cities of Landi and Weſt» 
miſter, to — 17 out the mindes of People into vanity; and a 
8 t, s Women Without che appearance ok Moder 
ſty ot Sobriety in their behaviour, and men dect in womens 
Apparel; to be examples of whorith poſtures ? beſides the many 
vain news and ſight? to affect and gratibe che vain wontoneyes, 
minds, and ſpirits of A ouch, to dra them into impudency and 
debatichery;ſuch abominations as is a Repr qach to the Profeſſi 

on of Chriſtianity, and a ſhame to the Nation. 


And 


—— 


1 (45 8 anhes 
And to that of Mal. 1. 11. . place Intenſe (or Offer t%7:} . 
ſhall be offered nnto my Name; This Informer gives this mean- 
ing, That chi hath relation to the callin in of the Gentiles. The 
Ciming of Chriſt and Convertion of the Gentiles by his Goſpel (i: e.) 
in every Country or Nation (To which we ſay, Why ſhould we be 
deprived of this priviledge in our Country and Nation, where 
ſo much of Chriſt and Goſpel is prafeſt? ) But then he adds, 
In places dedicated to my Name, the publique Places of God's Worſhip, 
his Honſes dedicated ſet apart for his peculiar Service, &c. | 
Reply, But what Houſes doth he intend ? are they Steeple- 
houſes, which were dedicated for the Maſs? were theſe the Houſes 
which he ſaith God pur into their heart to build him? it ap- 
ears they are; and to them he would have all compelled ; but 
—＋＋ his Popiſh Spirit and Principle doth appear; for did not 
the Papiſts build thoſe Houſes he pleads for, ( for their 
Worſhip) as he thinks God pur it into their hearts to do? but, 
can he think that in every Country where the Gertiles are called 
in, there muſt of neceſſity be fuch places or Maſs-houſes? or 
muſt the poor Miniſters of Chriſt forbear to go into thoſe Na- 
tions, to Preach where there are no ſuch conſecrated by Pope or 
Biſhop ? And then muſt the Gentiles in thoſe Countries be un- 
preached to, uncalled and unconverted till ſuch Houfes are 
built and dedicated? I hope the Reader will ealily fee the ob- 
ſurdity and ignofance of rhis malicious Informer herein, who alfo - 
adds, that is, Every piace cannot be taken in the general ſence; for 
then it will tabę in Hell, where Sacrifices ſhall never be, fe, Where- 
in he moſt abſurdly reaſons , for the ſubjects of this Propheſie 
were neither in Hell; nor to comę there, being the converted. 
Gemiles, as he confeſſetn. And whO is To ignorant of Scrip- 
ture, as do think that Chriſt and hs Apoſtles were conßined al- 
wayes to meet in the Jews Temple and Synagogues; for did 
they not meet on Mountains, by the Sea.-ſide, and in. Hguſez. 
And did not many hundreds of the primitive Chritiang Heck 
together, and that at ſuch places as Were not dedicitedl o 
conſecrated, as the Maſs-houſes are? And did not Chriſt ſer 
up thotrae Worſhip in Spirit. and Truth above the worthip at 
the Temple of Jers/a/em, where the Jews thought men ouphr to 
worſhip ? and was not that Temple a Figure? and where i 
bY . there 


= 


A (216) 
thete any Precept or Command in Scripture for the building 
ſuch another, and _— eople thereto to Worſhip : an- 
ſwer by plain Scripture, ore 4 ſtop your Mouthes Cyou Per- 
ſecutors about Religion] the true Chriſtians, who are Jews 
inward, wyrſhip God in the newneſs of the Spirit, and not in 
the oldneſs of the Letter; they waited in the Spirit, they pray- 
od. in the Spirit, they ſung in the Spirit, they had the Spirit of 
Grace arid Supplication powered upon them, according to 
promiſe : And this Worſhip was divine, and not invented nor 
diviſed, nor framed up, nor yet performed in the. will of man, 


What, and whence then was their Liturgie? Let the hol 


Scriptures anſwer. And doth not the Lyturgy of the Chur 
of Euglad allow of the Holy Scriptures of Truth, and the 
Example of the primitive Chriſtians therein recorded ? Let 
Truth and Reaſon anſwer. 


And whereas this Accuſer ſaith, touching our Dinitions 
in our Poſtſcript (viz) upon the words Seditiou, Diſloyal, Fe, 
That they agree very well with our Praftiſes, and that we are guil- 
" ty of all either in Poſle or Eſſe; and therefore ought to be prevented. 

Reply, As this moſt partial and prejudiced Informer hath all 
along ſet himſelf in his Pamphlet, as both our falſe Accuſer and 
unjuſ Judge; ſo herein from his own groundleſs and evil ſur- 
miſe hath Inſinuated a moſt unjuſt Concluſion of guilt upon us 
as being Seditious and Diſloyal (that is loving Diſcord and 
Treachery )wherein God and our Country knows he wrongs us; 
but his proof of all againſt the Qabert amounts to nothing 
farther then an envious application of am old ſtory of David 

George, and fohy of Leyden, &c, and to an envious eoncluſiog, 
of being gailry either in Poſſe or Eſſe; but whether this be any 
ſufficient evidence either to convict or prevent us; we leave to 
the juſt Witneſs of God in all Conſciences, and to the conſide- 
ration of all unprejudiced impartial- minded men, both Rulers 
and others. 


London, 'the 227 From ſome of the People of God, cal- 
the 4th Month cal- led, 2uahers, 
.June,. 3679. 2 
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Power, or Horns long enough he would be cruel enough; 
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end,! e bees ingesd, bot we delire mare 
competent Judges chen ſuch as be, - who is not content 
with our ancient Eu Laws already made; but would have 
erveller to bring us under ſervitude and vaſſalage ia Forreign 
Nantatiens; whereas. many, thauſands of c tious DiC- 
ſenters, both Quakers and others, have eſtates » ſuffici- 
ent to live upon, which they have honeſtly labonred for But 
if this cruel. prebend ' counſcl might take eſfect againſt us, it 
appears we alt. bave our Eſtates talen from us, and then be 
exiled as Slaves and Deadges But doth be deſiga, that be 
and his Companions ſhall have our Eſtates, or part of them, 
Den luſt >. Surely, it ĩs obvious what miſery 

and ſuch as are of bis Gang would bring vpon this Nation, 2 
confiderable part whereot doth conſcientiouſly diſſent from 
this Prebend's Way and Religion, who hath thus ſhewn his in. 
veterate, proud, imperious perſecuting Spirit moſt repugnant 
to the equal Law of Chriſt, which —_ him to do to all men 
2s he would they ſhould do to him: Beſides, what pride and 
preſumption is it in him to take upon him to preſcribe the 
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